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The Historic Warren Building

PO Box 174 511 2nd Street, Friend Nebraska 68359

Dear Friends,
FRIEND, NE HAS A NATIONAL TREASURE! In the 1880s Joshua Warren immigrated from Canada to Friend and built the
Warren Building. It housed first floor retail spaces and a second floor Opera House. The Opera House looks as it did
when it ceased live performances by 1920. It is one of the few second floor opera houses in original condition left in
the State of Nebraska. In 1988 it was approved for listing on the National Registry of Historic Places.
What’s Old
• 2007 The Friend Historical Society (FHS), a 501 (c)(3), received the Warren Building gift.
• 2009 Volunteers begin building repairs and renovation of first floor. The first floor currently has a bistro in the 1900s
hardware store, large and small rooms for rentals and community events, and a business rental. The first floor generates
income for expenses and building repairs.
• 2019 The FHS Gala raised funds for "Moving Up" to the second-floor renovation project. Funds provided for an architect, a
structural engineer, and renovation plans. The building was found to be structurally sound, though it needs some repair
going forward.

What’s Now
• 2021 Over $900,000 has been raised by the community for first floor renovation and building repairs.
• 2021 The Warren Building accommodates and hosts community and regional activities.
• School Proms
• Youth Camps
• Celebrations of Life

• Weddings

• Performing Arts Events

• Historical Programs

What’s New
• 2021 Your help is needed. Donations are being received and grants are being written and awarded to help fund
the building structural repair. The FHS has applied for a $300,000 State of Nebraska matching grant. Up to
$300,000 will be matched by the state with approval of our application. Donations or written pledges are
required for the match by 12/28/21.
How You Can Help
The enclosed donor card provides options. For more information visit our website listed on the letterhead.
Questions? Contact Mary Ann @ 402-560-1126 or Pam @402-366-1132. Thank you for your consideration!

